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ECONOMIC POLICY. The United
States urgently needs a comprehensive economic strategy toward
the Asia-Pacific, a region that will
do more to determine U.S. interests over coming decades than
any other.
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Central to our strategy must be establishing a

comprehensive trade agreement that will deepen
integration among 12 economies across the Pacific
and boost U.S. exports and growth. Success of the
TPP and continued growth at home will show that
the United States can still be the kind of economic
leader that others want to follow.
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productive and realistic relationship with China.
Today, Beijing is asserting its regional interests in
a way unprecedented in the modern era, from
building islands in the South China Sea to pursuing a vigorous economic diplomacy under the
“One Belt, One Road” strategy. We must seek a
shared vision of peace and prosperity with China,
challenge Beijing when it strays from international
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and India, three of the world’s largest countries—in
bilateral and multilateral arrangements over time is
critical. Much of this work will fall to the next administration that will take office in January 2017.

To carry out the strategy, adequate resources—
funding, policymaking attention, and political capital—will need to be mobilized. This in turn means
our political leaders need to be willing to talk more
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only trade and investment but also finance, development, energy, and all other dimensions of
U.S. economic engagement. The new vision must
encompass all of Asia’s major economies and recognize the fundamental linkage to U.S. geopolitical strategy in the region.

Asia’s impressive economic rise and overall political stability have enabled Washington policymakers to take the region for granted, as we
have been busy coping with crises in Europe, the
Middle East, and elsewhere. Our long-term economic and security stakes in the Asia-Pacific de-

The overarching goal of the new strategy should

mand that this critical region capture more “space

be to advance U.S. prosperity and security by pro-

of mind” among policymakers and the American

moting an open and fair trans-Pacific economic

people alike.

order, built on rule of law, market-based competition, and sustainability. This will help reinforce
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